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Happy Holidays from Independence High School! 

 

 As we approach the end of the first semester and the upcoming holiday season, I wanted to reach out 
and say how much I appreciate the chance to get to work with the students and staff at Independence High 
School.  It is great to be part of something where so many people work so hard together to achieve a common 
goal.  I want to wish everyone a safe holiday break and a very Happy New Year so you can come back to us 

ready for a fresh start in 2018!  

 

 I want to encourage all parents and guardians to be involved in the success of their teenager.  You should know that it is proba-
bly very rare that there is not some sort of work that students need to do after school.  Sometimes there may not be specific homework 
due tomorrow, but studying, reviewing, and working ahead on projects are all beneficial activities your student can be involved in each 

day after school.   

 

 Our data system, Synergy, has the capability for you to check your student’s grades from any computer or handheld wireless 
device.  Parent VUE is the program that will allow you to see real-time grades and attendance for your student.  You can communicate 
with your child’s teachers and check progress daily by looking at gradebooks that are updated live as teachers post new grades.  It is an 
excellent way for you to stay apprised of how your student is doing.  With your computer, tablet, or smart phone, go to                       
independence.guhsdaz.org and scroll down to the Parent VUE tab that is on the left side of the page.  Follow the directions posted 

there.  If you have any difficulties signing up, please call the front desk at 623-435-6100 and we will be happy to assist you. 

 

 Your involvement in your teenager’s education is extremely important.  Thank you for doing your part by staying involved and 

actively interacting with your student about school and checking his or her grades regularly. 

 

Have a wonderful winter break Patriots! 

Rob Ambrose 

Principal Please visit the school website for Sports Schedules. 
http://independence.guhsdaz.org 

A Proud Member of the Glendale Union High School District  

 
Semester Finals: December 20-21 
 
Office Open: December 22 (no students) 
 
Winter Break: December 23—January 7 
 
Second Semester Begins: January 9 
 
MLK Jr Day (no school) : January 15 
 
Presidents’ Day (no school): February 19 
 
 
ATTENTION PARENTS: Due to State Student Council 
Convention being held on campus, we will be dis-
missing at 12PM on Friday, January 26th 

Public Notification of Nondiscrimination 
Annual Public Notification of Nondiscrimination Glendale Union High School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, age or disability in admission to its programs, services or activities, in access to them, in treatment of 
individuals, or in any aspect of their operations. GUHSD provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth 
groups. GUHSD Career & Technical Education Department does not discriminate in enrollment or access to any of the programs 
available, such as business, applied technology, FACS, nursing, and fire science. The lack of English language skills shall not be a 
barrier to admission or participation in the district’s activities and programs. GUHSD does not discriminate in its hiring or 
employment practices. This notice is provided as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975 and the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990. Questions, complaints or requests for additional information regarding these laws may be forwarded 
to the designated compliance coordinator(s), call 623-435-6006 or 623-435-6067, 7650 N. 43 Ave., Glendale, AZ 85301 
 
Notificación Pública Anual de No Discriminación: 
El Glendale Union High School District (GUHSD) no discrimina en base a raza, color, nacionalidad, género, edad, o discapacidad 
de admisión a sus programas, servicios, o actividades, en acceso a ellas, en el tratamiento a individuos, o en ningún aspecto de sus 
operaciones.  GUHSD provee el acceso igual a los Boy Scouts y otros grupos designados para los jóvenes. El departamento de 
Educación Técnica y de Carreras de GUHSD no discrimina en su matriculación ni en el acceso a cualquier de sus programas 
disponibles, como negocios, la tecnología aplicada, FACS, enfermería, y formación para bomberos. La falta de habilidades con el 
inglés no será una barrera a la admisión ni la participación en las actividades del distrito y sus programas. GUHSD tampoco 
discrimina en sus contratos o prácticas de empleados. Esta noticia es provista y requerida por el Título VI del Acto de Derechos 
Civiles de 1964, Sección 504 del Acto de Rehabilitación de 1973, Título IX de la Enmienda Educativa de 1972, en el Acto de Era 
de Discriminación de 1975, y el Acto de los Estadounidenses con Habilidades Diferenciadas de 1990.  Ud. puede comunicarse con 
el coordinador de cumplimiento sobre preguntas, quejas, o para más información con respecto a estas leyes. Director de Operacio-
nes y Atletismo, 623-435-6006 Directora de la Educación Especial 623-435-6067, 7650 N. 43rd Ave. Glendale, AZ 85301. 

Safety Tip Line  

(623) 435–6139 

Help keep IHS safe! 

Anonymously Report incidents of: 

A friend who needs help 

Bullying/Harassment 

Fights Before They Happen 

Alcohol/Drug Possession or Use 

Graffiti 

Weapons Possession 

 

All calls are strictly confidential 

“If You See Something,  Say Something” 



 The Visual Arts Department is very proud to announce that the Highlighted Artist for November was Jesus Espinosa. Jesus is an Art 5-6 
student who has incredible natural talent and always strives to grow as an artist in every project. For the past three years, Jesus has worked hard 
to create high quality work for his assignments and to stretch his creativity and vision. He has an eye for detail, excellent craftsmanship and will 
work on a piece until it meets high standards. Jesus is an artist who has the drive to become better and pushes himself to go above and beyond in 
his work. Congratulations to Jesus Espinosa.  

 The Visual Arts Department is delighted to announce that Cristian Guillen won an Honorable Mention Award in the Arizona School 

Boards Association Student Photography Contest. This year they received 249 entries from public district schools throughout Arizona. Cristian’s 

photograph titled “Human Tree” was one of 10 student entries that was recognized. Congratulations Cristian on your extraordinary composition, 

incredible quality and dedication to your craft. 

Senior Parents: 

It is still not too late to order your 
Senior’s Cap & Gown for graduation. 

Forms are available in our Book 
Store. 

Place your order online at : 
www.nationalgraduationproducts.com 

 Counselors met with all students about their Educational 
Career Action Plan (ECAP)/4 Year Plan.  Parents/Guardians are 
welcome to meet with their student and counselor to discuss the 
ECAP/4 Year Plan.  Please call your student’s counselor to set an 
appointment. Make sure to check ParentVue to review your stu-
dents grades, behavior and attendance. You can email teachers 
from ParentVue with questions about your student.  Remember to 
use the Independence website for all information about IHS events, 
the Career Center, the Counseling Department and important dates 
of upcoming activities. 

TAX CREDIT INFORMATION  

 

Your contribution costs you nothing and will immediately go to support the 

high school and program of YOUR choice. 

 

The Arizona tax law (ARS 43-1089.01) allows taxpayers a TAX CREDIT on 

their state taxes. 

 

The TAX CREDIT maximum contributions are: 

$400 for married couples filing joint returns 

$200 for single individuals and head of household 

$200 for married couples filing separate returns 

 

 

It is NOT a requirement that the taxpayer have a child enrolled in a public 

school to donate. 

 

*100% of your donation comes back to you on your state income tax return, 

up to the donation limit of $200 for individuals and $400 for married taxpay-

ers filing jointly. 

Jesus Espinosa- “Grasping at Life”  Jesus Espinosa- “Renewal”           Cristian Guillen – “Human Tree”  

 The Independence High School Girls Varsity Badminton Team 

was one of the top West Valley teams during the state playoffs. The Inde-

pendence Girls Badminton Team finished the regular season with a 12-2 

record and finished second in their section with a record of 7-1. In Division 

II Badminton rankings, Independence finished #6 in the state. Being seed-

ed 6th in Team State, they made it to the quarterfinals and finished as one 

of the top 8 teams. Independence badminton coaches encouraged their 

players to play with effort and determination.  

 “We are so proud of our team,” said Lisa Cass, Independence 

Badminton Coach. “They all showed heart throughout the entire season 

and worked hard.” Doubles team partners, seniors Deja Kennedy and 

Cierrah Hernandez, medaled 4th place in the individual state tournament.  

“I’m really proud of us; I think we played to the best of our ability. I wouldn’t 

change anything about our season,” Kennedy said. 

 Khanh Nguyen, senior varsity badminton player, also finished in 

the quarterfinals for the singles individual state tournament, seeded #8. 

Hernandez felt that the team as a whole was “really strong” and “were all 

close.” Also, not only did Kennedy and Hernandez build chemistry as dou-

bles partners, the whole girls badminton team built a great culture.  Kenne-

dy added, “We were all really supportive...it’s not like we’re just close in 

season, like when we see each other around, the memories we’ve had 

from being in season, it’s still there.”  

 Over Veteran’s Day weekend, thirty-seven students partici-

pated in ANYTOWN. This camp, while similar to Unitown camps, 

differed greatly in that ALL activities were new; and the camp was 

designed specifically for freshmen and sophomores. Students were 

led through both fun and challenging activities by teachers, seniors, 

and IHS graduates. The activities and discussions dealt with person-

al responsibility, bullying at school, teambuilding, dating violence, 

and family dynamics. The purpose is to empower underclassmen to 

help create a school environment that is positive and safe.  

 

Your Independence Spiritline competed earlier this month at the AIA 

Spiritline State Qualifier in the Game Day category, which consists of 

performing a variety of cheers when given different situations. This 

was the first competition in at least 13 years for the Independence 

Spiritline. Out of 26 teams from around the state, your IHS Varsity 

Spiritline placed within the top 10 meaning they have qualified to 

compete at State this coming January! If you see a member of the 

cheer team today please give them a huge congratulations on a job 

well done! We are extremely proud of them! 


